Introduction
The National Television Systems Committee was formed in the United States in 1950 to research the problems associated with colour television. The Radio Corporation of America (RCA) played a large part in development of a compatible system adopted by the committee The new colour system was compatible in both directions, meaning an existing monochrome receiver was able to display a monochrome picture with a colour broadcast and a colour receiver was able to display a monochrome picture with a monochrome broadcast. The NTSC system however had some drawbacks such as phase distortion which caused hue or colour errors. This led to the NTSC system being referred to as "Never Twice the Same Colour" by broadcast engineers. In 1958, Graham Kennedy of Channel 9 fame, visited the United States and witnessed a number of colour television broadcasts. He was impressed but only saw the system on expertly-tuned studio monitor sets. Kennedy said of the NTSC system, "I believe however it can be a tricky business for the viewer with a clutch of knobs to twiddle on your set and if you are not too expert you get green cows, white grass and purple people eaters would probably come out tartan" (Blundell 2003) Whilst Australia was far behind the United States in the race to introduce colour television, we eventually chose a variant to the NTSC system called PAL which was developed at the Telefunken Laboratories in the German Federal Republic. The system was designed to reduce the effects of phase distortion on the colour signal. 
